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CANNING LAWN TENNIS CLUB FACILITIES 
Grievance 

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.35 am]: My grievance is to the minister 
representing the Minister for Housing and is about a funding commitment by the Department of Housing to 
provide alternative facilities for members of the Canning Lawn Tennis Club, which about two years ago was 
displaced from its premises to make way for a very good Department of Housing planned development in 
Bentley—that is, the Bentley regeneration project around Brownlie Towers. 

Members of the tennis club were evicted from their club grounds. They had a valid lease with the City of 
Canning, but agreed to vacate the premises on certain conditions; namely, that the Department of Housing would 
fund facilities at South Perth Lawn Tennis Club. The members of the Canning tennis club had been to the 
South Perth Lawn Tennis Club and the South Perth club welcomed them to join it. They joined the South Perth 
club on the condition that the Department of Housing would allocate funding—a figure of $850 000 was 
mentioned—to provide eight new floodlit courts on land at the South Perth Lawn Tennis Club and extensions 
and renovations to the existing clubhouse, because with an extra 50 or so members, the clubhouse is fairly small. 
The department agreed that if South Perth was prepared to take on the homeless tennis club members from 
nearby Canning, it would need those extra facilities to accommodate them. 

The problem is that was two years ago and on a recent visit to the club, I discovered that nothing has happened. 
I am sure that the minister can understand the frustration of not only South Perth tennis club members, many of 
whom are my constituents, but also the members of the Canning club, who moved to the new club to make way 
for a significant development. Members’ main frustration is that there are now not enough courts to 
accommodate all the players who turn up on Saturdays. When I arrived at the club last Saturday, four or 
five members were sitting there. I was introduced to them, and they said that they were from Canning and were 
waiting to get on to a court. If a person is a member of a tennis club and they want to play tennis on a Saturday 
afternoon—as the Speaker, as a tennis player, would know—they need to be able to get on a court, but these 
people were sitting on the sidelines. I am told it happens not just on Saturdays, but also many people are unable 
to play night pennants because there are too many teams for the number of courts available. The members told 
me that the new courts and clubhouse development should have been completed last season, yet there is still no 
indication of when any work will begin or whether in fact this project will go ahead. The point made to me was 
that the cost to the department would have been significantly more if it had had to find a new greenfields site to 
re-establish the tennis club when it had to move from its site in Canning, but because the South Perth Lawn 
Tennis Club agreed to take the Canning members into its fold, it saved the government and the department a lot 
of money. I think they have a far less expensive option. 

Do not get me wrong, minister, the members at South Perth are very happy to have the members from Canning 
in their home; they get on very well. I am the patron of South Perth Lawn Tennis Club and not long ago I went to 
last season’s trophy presentation, and a number of Canning members featured in those presentations, including 
for winning tournaments and for playing in finals. Right now, people feel a bit let down. The club has its annual 
general meeting on Saturday, which I will attend, and I would like to be able to take to that meeting some 
positive response from the minister on where this situation sits regarding the eight new courts. I was told that the 
first stage of the development would involve site works, the second stage was the laying of the courts and the 
third stage would be putting in the lights, and the club was happy with that. It was to be done incrementally but 
right now nothing has happened. It seems totally reasonable that the members of these two clubs should be able 
to seek an assurance that the required works will be initiated and completed at the earliest opportunity to allow 
the club members to enjoy their family-oriented game of tennis. Our government has been very good in the field 
of sport and recreation by supporting community sporting clubs through the previous Minister for Sport and 
Recreation, the member for Wagin, and the current minister, the member for Central Wheatbelt.  

I also understand that there have been complications because the original agreement was with the City of 
Canning. Local government boundary changes were proposed, which would have resulted in the City of Canning 
disappearing, so the tennis club had an agreement with a council that would no longer exist. Everyone thought 
that the City of Canning would be amalgamated with the combined City of South Perth and Town of 
Victoria Park. I am not sure whether any discussions happened at that stage. However, that amalgamation did not 
eventuate and now I believe that talks are being conducted with the City of South Perth. This matter landed in 
the lap of the City of South Perth after many discussions. I believe that the Department of Housing wants an 
agreement between the South Perth Lawn Tennis Club and the City of South Perth to be drafted by a lawyer, but 
the tennis club does not want to expend the funds to do this without a guarantee that the overall funding will be 
put in place. It is a community tennis club and it does not have a lot of funds. The City of South Perth is not sure 
it wants to spend money on a lawyer either because it is not in its forward budget. 
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In closing, I want an assurance from the minister on the future of this development. Is the $850 000 available, 
what will the scope of the works be, and does the minister think the club will be compensated in any way for the 
two-year delay in which it has had to endure a fair bit of hardship in getting people onto its courts? 

The SPEAKER: Thank you. Give him a serve, member for South Perth! 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Warren–Blackwood — Minister for Regional Development) [9.42 am]: Pardon the 
pun, Mr Speaker! 

I thank the member for South Perth for the grievance. Quite rightly, the spirit of what the Department of Housing 
is trying to achieve in that 25-hectare area around Brownlie Towers is really important. Of course, part of the 
objective of trying to meet the Affordable Housing Strategy 2010–2020 and a range of other social housing 
objectives means that the department needs as much land as it can get, and relocating the Canning Lawn Tennis 
Club, given that that is in the immediate vicinity of that area, is an important part of the long-term objective. 

Without wanting to labour too much on the history of this matter, I remember using a big excavator to knock 
down one of the first buildings on that 25-hectare site. The Department of Housing’s objective is to relocate 
people off the site in the first instance to do the development. It is trying to meet the Housing Authority’s 
Strategic Plan 2020 and also the Liberal–National government’s Affordable Housing Strategy 2010–2020 and 
the Western Australian Planning Commission’s Directions 2031 targets. We are looking at ultimately relocating 
residents and building about 1 500 new dwellings on that site, which hopefully will be an inviting urban setting 
that drives down housing prices and supports the broader government objective. 

Of course, we will continue to honour the relocation agreement with the Canning tennis club—it already has 
been relocated—and part of the agreement was a commitment to provide $150 000 to develop some facilities on 
the new site. For the relocation to occur, I am advised that legal agreements are required between the City of 
South Perth and the Housing Authority, as well as the City of South Perth and the South Perth Lawn Tennis 
Club. As part of that expansion, the commitment to provide $850 000 is still in the Housing Authority 
accounts—I do not think that that has gone anywhere. I am told that the legal agreement between the City of 
South Perth and the Housing Authority has been negotiated and is in a form that can be agreed on between the 
parties in the near future. However, the Housing Authority is waiting on an agreement, which will be in the form 
of an appendix to the main agreement, to be negotiated between the City of South Perth and the South Perth 
Lawn Tennis Club on the method that the South Perth tennis club will adopt when going to tender or seeking 
quotes to appoint a contractor to build the courts and upgrade the clubhouse. Following the execution of the 
agreement between the City of South Perth and the Housing Authority, the South Perth tennis club will be able 
to use the agreed funding pledge by the Housing Authority. 

It is clear that the commitment remains. It is unfortunate that two years has passed since the relocation occurred. 
As a tennis player myself, I fully appreciate the inconvenience of those who join a club and are not able to play 
tennis as much as they would like. I am also told that a project officer will meet with the City of South Perth this 
afternoon and the Housing Authority expects a resolution in the coming weeks. 

On the member’s last point about providing any compensation for that intervening time, which has been 
unfortunate, discussions will need to be had directly with the Housing Authority. I am prepared to provide any 
information that the member needs, via the Minister for Housing, when, I assume, the member addresses the 
meeting on Saturday, which obviously will be very important to that group. 

In summary, the development is really important to the state government, part of which involves the relocation 
of the tennis club. The club has done that in good faith, which is really important, and now we have that gap of 
two years from the time the club shifted and the commitment of $850 000, which is there, has not been 
honoured. We just need to finalise some of the legal arrangements. 
Mr J.E. McGrath: Can I ask just one question? The minister has said that the finalisation of those legal 
arrangements could be done fairly quickly. The tennis club needs to get a lawyer for finalisation of the legal 
arrangements, but it is wondering if that could be done with some assistance from the City of South Perth or the 
Department of Housing. Once this is done, how soon does the minister think the project will get underway with 
planning and that sort of stuff? 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: Once the legal arrangements are settled, the resources can be transferred. I am confident 
about that. 
Mr J.E. McGrath: So the money is there? 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: Yes, the money is there. There is no issue with the resource; it is just about having the 
legal framework for that to be transferred. I have confidence in the process but I cannot give the member an 
indication of when those legal documents will be finalised. 
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Mr J.E. McGrath: Is the minister saying that the tennis club will be in control of the works or the City of South 
Perth? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: My advice is that the outstanding part of the process is that the Housing Authority is 
waiting on an agreement, which will be in the form of an appendix to the main agreement, to be negotiated 
between the City of South Perth and the South Perth Lawn Tennis Club on the method that the tennis club will 
adopt in going to tender or seeking quotes to appoint a contractor to build the courts and upgrade the club. The 
agreement is between the City of South Perth and the South Perth tennis club. I can give a commitment to talk 
with the housing minister and say that in the spirit of our objectives, the Canning tennis club has come to the 
party and has been prepared to relocate to allow the full development of that 25-hectare site. We need to do 
whatever we can to ensure that happens. The member also makes the point that some consideration may need to 
be given to the two years that this issue has been ongoing and that there has been some inconvenience to the 
club. I am happy to provide the member with the information I have and any additional information that he 
might get from the Department of Housing as a result of this grievance. 
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